
 
Goodwill’s Shining Star is Station Casinos’ Team Member 
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Station Casino Team Members may see a familiar face and fantastic smile 

displayed on the panels Goodwill of Southern Nevada’s trucks – Ruth Cardenas, 

Employment Recruiter, at Fiesta Henderson. 

Ruth was selected as the ideal person for Goodwill’s “Success Story” marketing 

campaign. She is the perfect role model too. 

 

Magda Hirsch, Director of Workforce Development & Volunteer Services, said 

“Ruth Cardenas was referred to Goodwill in October of 2003 by the Bureau of 

Vocational Rehabilitation to receive assistance with job development and job 

coaching. Ruth had prior secretarial experience but had been out of work for 20 

years because she committed herself to taking care of her children.” 

 

 



As a wheelchair-bound person, Ruth had a difficult time finding employers who 

would be able to see beyond this perceived barrier. Ruth was turned away by 40 

local employers prior to utilizing Goodwill’s job development and placement 

services.  

 

Goodwill’s job development team assisted Ruth in resume development, 

preparing and placing quality applications with 28 local employers and practicing 

interviewing skills.   As a result, Ruth was hired as an Employment Recruiter at 

Fiesta Henderson in May 2004.  Goodwill has provided much needed support 

network to not only help Ruth obtain a job but also to successfully maintain it.   

 

Ruth enjoys assisting Team Members with transfers and promotions. She 

emphasizes with job seekers who have relocated to Las Vegas because they feel 

vulnerable and need to be supported. 

 

As a testament to her “Beyond the Best” guest service and job assistance, Ruth  

has received numerous thank you letters and e-mails since she started working. 

She is much more confident about her abilities today and is very grateful for the 

opportunity to make a difference in other people’s lives. 

 

Ruth’s fellow Team Members admire her ability to get around and also praise her 

for “making her disability invisible.” Lillian Calia, Corporate Director of 

Employment, Station Casinos, Inc., said, “Ruth has done a terrific job for us.”  

 

Ruth is passionate about helping people find jobs as Station Casinos continues 

to grow. She meets the challenge with grace, enthusiasm and gratitude. Station 

Casinos is proud to have Ruth as one of its brightest stars! 

 

 

 

 


